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Nutritive Value. 

This section is a report of the investigation conducted by George 
Winfield, M. A., on behaK of the medical research committee. The 
conclusions are based in part upon observations at infant welfare 
centers in Leeds and Sheffield and in part on animal feeding experi- 
ments. The growth curves of children fed exclusively upon dried milk 
from birth closely resemble the average growth curve of breast-fed 
children, although at somewhat lower levels by reason of the more 
delicate condition of these children. The conclusion is reached "that 
cow's milk, during the process of desiccation, loses none of the 
characters which are necessary for the support of normal growth in 
infants." Teething and walking begin at normal ages, and there is 
no greater liability of rickets and scurvy. The experiments on rats 
led to the conclusion that dried milk as a sole food maintains an 
animal in good health and permits normal growth for periods which 
long outlast those corresponding with infancy and early childhood in 
the human subject. 

Examination of Milk Powders. 

This section of the report, prepared by Sir James Dobbie, Govern- 
ment chemist, presents in, detail the methods of chemical examination " 
employed and the analytical results obtained upon a large number of 
commercial samples of all sorts. These results ai'e summarized in 
Dr. Coutts's report. 

STATE AND FEDERAL COOPERATION IN COMBATING THE 
VENEREAL DISEASES. 

By J. G. Wilson, Passed Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Hcaltli Service. 

In the Public Health Eeports for May 24 an article entitled, "Prog- 
ress in Venereal Disease Control," showed that the States were rapidly 
adopting regulations which made these infections notifiable and 
placed them on much the same footing as other communicable 
diseases. 

Since this article was written further progress bas been made. 
Of the 48 States, 37 now have laws which require notification of the 
venereal diseases. Most of these States have adopted regidations mod- 
eled after suggestions approved by the Surgeons General of the Army, 
the Navy, and the Public Health Service.^ 

Following is a list of 24 States in which definite arrangements have 
been made to cooperate with the Federal Government by having 
an officer of the Public Health Service assume charge of venereal 

I Suggestions for State Board of Healtli Regulations for tlie Prevention of Venereal Diseases, approved 
by the Surgeon General of the Army, the Surgeon General of the Navy, and the Surgeon General of the 
Public Health Service, Eeprint No. 459 from the Public Health Eeports, Mar. 29, 1918. 
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disease control under the joint supervision of the State health de- 
partment and the United States Public Health Service: 



Alabama. 


Kentucky. 


Montana. 


Arizona. 


Louisiana. 


New Hampshire 


Arkansas. 


Maine. 


Ohio. 


Colorado. 


Massachusetts. 


Oregon. 


Florida. 


Minnesota. 


Rhode Island. 


Georgia. 


Mississippi. 


South Carolina. 


Indiana. 


Missouri. 


Virginia. 


Iowa. 


Maryland. 


Washington. 



In addition to the foregoing, arrangements are being perfected as 
rapidly as possible with 12 other States whose health officers have 
expressed a desire to cooperate in the same way. 

In most of the 24 States where arrangements have been made for 
State and Federal cooperation the work is well under way, and in 
many of them very definite results have already been accomplished. 
In practically all of these States regulations have been passed which 
provide ample legal authority for dealing with the problem according 
to the plan approved by the Surgeons General of the Army, the Navy, 
and the United States Public Health Service. Consequently the work 
of the medical officer in charge of venereal-disease control is largely 
directed toward the organization of the State to carry out the pro- 
gram already agreed upon. The campaign for this organization 
naturally follows four principal channels, to wit: 

(1) Educational: Acquainting the public with the nature of the 
diseases and the objects desired to be accomplished. 

(2) Law enforcement: Securing cooperation of the physicians in 
reporting cases, and of the police in apprehending prostitutes, va- 
grants, and such other persons as can be reasonably suspected of 
having venereal disease in communicable stages. 

(3) Propaganda to secure local funds for providing detention 
homes and hospital facilities for isolation and treatment of venereal- 
disease carriers who by their habits are a menace to the public health. 

(4) Establishment of increased facilities for early diagnosis and 
treatment. 

The following report of progress by Scientific Assistant L.W. Feezer, 
chief of division of venereal diseases, Minnesota, is a good example of 
what can })e accomplished in a short time by well-directed efforts 
along the foregoing lines: 

St. Paul, Minn., June 11, 1918. 
Surgeon GeneraI;, 

United Slntcs FnMk Health Service, Washington, D. C. 
Sir; The following is submitted as a summary of the activities of tke Minnesota 
State Board of Health in connection with the control of venereal diseases during the 
month of May, 1918: 
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Reporting of Cases. 

A few scattered reports of cases of gonorrhea and syphiKs have been voluntarily 
made by physicians. The official reporting card to be used for making such reporta 
has not yet been received from the printers, .and it is not the intention to require such 
reports until the necessary forms can be supplied. The report card will constitute the 
back cover of a pamphlet of information and instructions which the physician is 
required to give the patient at the time he first comes for treatment. 

A survey was made of the prisoners in the Minneapolis city workhouse on Sunday, 
May 26. The survey consisted of the examination of 187 prisoners, 42 women and 145 
men, for the detection of venereal disease. The examinations were made with the 
assistance of a number of internes and nurses, from the State University Hospital and 
was done under the supervision of Dr. H. G. Irvine, director of the division of venereal 
diseases. A Wassermann was taken in each case. Smears were made from all women 
and from men who showed a discharge. The results were as follows: 



Wasscrmaim's 
positive. 



Active 
gonorrhea. 



Males — 
Females.. 



7 
14 



Treatment. 

The city workhouse of Minneapolis has made arrangements for treatmr.it of venereal 
cases in its custody. A physician has already been employed, who will give half of 
his time to this work, and facilities are being provided for the treatment of a con- 
siderable number of cases at one time in the workhouse buildings. Particularly in 
the case of women prisoners is it necessary to have proper facilities. 

The city of St. Paul, through the department of public safety, has likewise under- 
taken to provide the necessary equipment and personnel for treating city prisoners, 
especially those held for offenses involving prostitution. Th« city architect has pre- 
pared the plans for a treatment room in accordance with suggestions from the State 
Board of Health. The University Hospital has agreed to place at the dispocal of the 
syphilis clinic 12 beds for the treatment of cases requiring hospital care. 

Distribution of Arsphenamine. 

In accordance with the plans for supplying free arsphenamine to competent physi- 
cians for the treatment of indigent syphilitics in the infectious stage of the disease and 
to dispensaries and hospitals complying with certain standards for similar use, arsphen- 
amine has been supplied to the University Hospital Dispensary, the Minneapolis 
City Workhouse physician, and the St. Paul City and County Hospital, in all 170 

ampules. 

Educational Work. 

Twenty-five thousand pamphlets have been procured and are being distributed to 
all applicants. Several hundred signs have been posted in public toilets and 3,000 
more are in preparation. 

Two courses of lectures have been held at the State university, one for juniors and 
seniors and one for graduate students. Five courses of 10 lectures each have been 
introduced into each of the 5 State normal schools. These have reached 2,000 students, 
all of whom will become teachers within a year. Courses of lectures by two members 
of the staff of the division have been arranged for the university summer school to 
begin in June. Circular letters have been sent to the Women's Council of National 
Defense in each county and to the Parents and Teachers Associations in the Twin 
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Cities. Five lectures have been given in tlie Minneapolis City Hospital to student 
nurses, and an educational motion-picture film has been shown to teachers in St. Paul 
and Minneapolis. 

A series of six articles explaining the State and Federal campaign for control of 
venereal diseases is now in process of publication in one of the city papers, and a 
Duluth paper has asked for a similar series. 

Members of the divisional staff have addressed the 3 county medical societies, 2 
rotary clubs and approximately 25 women's clubs. 

Law Enforcement. 

As a result of a conference between officers of this department, municipal judges 
and police authorities, the municipal courts of the Twin Cities have agreed to hold 
persons arrested for offenses involving prostitution, without the option of bail, for 
medical examination, and the imposition of workhouse sentences without the option 
of fine has been made the routine punishment for all such cases. 

Reports from military authorities of sources of infection of soldiers have been 
reported to police authorities, and in some cases have led to arrest and sentence. A 
number of persons so arrested are now under treatment. 

Through the social service agencies of this division, prostitutes reported as having 
infected soldiers have been located and in certain instances examinatibns have been 
made and treatment instituted. The social worker and protective ofBcer hftve 
investigated the matter of soliciting and prostitution in parks and regions adjoining 
the military training places and other amusement places. 

Summary. 

Summarized, the innovations made by the city authorities in the Twin Cities as^a 
result of the activities of this board ixxe as follows: 

Minneapolis: Three men added to the paik police force, employment of workhouse 
physician, provision of funds for treatment, room and equipment at workhouse. 
Discontinuance of fine and bail privileges in cases of arrest for offenses involving 
prostitution. Uniform workhouse punishment for offenses involving prostitution. 
Assignment of beds for dispensary treatment of syphilis at University Hospital. 

St. Paul: Provision for treatment of cases held at workhouse. Provision for con- 
trol and equipment tor the treatment rooms at the workhouse. Medical examination 
of persons arrested for offenses involving prostitution. Discontinuance of fines and 
bail and uniform workhouse sentences in cases of arrest involving prostitution. 
Respectfully, 

L. W. Feezer, 

Scientific Assistant. 



